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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 089211 
ORIGIN NEA-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-04 SS-14 INR-05 L-01 SP-02 OC-01 
CCO-OO /035 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/RA:DTMORRISON:JR 
APPROVED BY NEA/RA: SEPALMERJR. 

NEA/ARP:FGERLACH 
EB/TT/TD:JO'NEILL (SUBS) 

210013Z 034227/70 

P 202242Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 08921 1 

STADIS //////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETEL, ETRD 

SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

REF: STATE 85456 

1 . DEPARTMENT'S OWN TRANSLATION OF ARABIC TEXT OF DOCU- 
MENT DESCRIBED PARA 3 REFTEL INDICATES THAT TRANSLATION 
ACCOMPANYING THAT DOCUMENT (AND RELIED UPON IN OUR REFTEL) 
MISSTATED STATUS OF ARAB LEAGUE DECISION ON THIRD POINT 
(RE EXEMPTION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS FROM BOYCOTT WHERE 
BLACKLISTED FIRM HAS MULTI-ACTIVITY BUSINESS AND WHERE 
COUNTRY IN WHICH COMPANY IS ESTABLISHED REGULATES TELECOM- 
MUNICATIONS SERVICES). OUR TRANSLATION INDICATES THAT TEXT 
OF LETTER SIMPLY RECOMMENDS TO ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL THAT 
SUCH POLICY OF EXEMPTION BE APPROVED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 089211 


2. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS CORRECTION AND THE UNCERTAIN 
SOURCE OF THE DOCUMENT IN QUESTION, INDICATION THAT EXEMP- 
TION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES BY U.S. FIRMS IS 
VIEWED FAVORABLY BY BOYCOTT OFFICE OFFICIALS IS POSITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT WHICH, IF CONFIRMED BY SAUDI INQUIRY, COULD 
PROVE HELPFUL. 
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3. PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED OF RESULTS OF REPRESENTATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO REQUESTS IN PARA 7 OF REFTEL. 
VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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